
 All are welcome, because God is Welcome! 
We hope you feel the warmth of God's presence and a 

genuine welcome here. If this is your first time with us, we 

are honored to have you and look forward to seeing you 

again soon! 

Connect with First Church by scanning the QR code or visiting our 

website. There are wonderful things happening here, and we would 

love for you to find your place in our community of faith! 

ABOUT THE SERVICE 

Portions of worship services are recorded and available on Facebook 

and our church website.  

*Indicates that the congregation may stand. Words we all say are in 
bold print. 

We celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month and 
on special occasions. All are welcome at the table of our Lord. 

Offering plates are available in the Narthex (sanctuary entrance) before 
and after worship, or you can give online by scanning the QR code. Your 
support enables First Church to make a meaningful impact within our 
community and beyond. As we often say, we are truly "blessed to be a 
blessing!" 

During this season of transition, as we seek both an interim and 
eventually a new called pastor, we will be blessed by a variety of guest 
preachers. We invite you to embrace this opportunity to hear God’s 
Word proclaimed through many different voices. 

CONNECTION, LEADERSHIP AND 
STAFF 

WE ARE A CONGREGATION IN CONNECTION WITH  
The Presbytery of Florida 

The Synod of South Atlantic 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

THE SESSION 
The Rev. Mark Broadhead, Moderator, Bob Plank, Clerk of Session 

Elected spiritual leaders of this congregation: 

John Deegins (’25), Ann Fyfe (’26), Jennifer Hodges (’27), 
Rich Kangas (’25), Bob Plank (’26), Kathy Welsh (’27) 

CHURCH STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION 

Bradley Thoreson 
Music Director, Organist 
bradfpclh@gmail.com 

Terri Boardway 
Administrative Assistant 
firstpresbylh@gmail.com 

For emergency pastoral 
care, contact Kathy Welsh: 
(850) 866 -0019 

 Church Office: 
810 Georgia Avenue 
Lynn Haven, FL 32444 

Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8 AM-12 PM  
Other days/times by appointment. 

Office: 850.265.2051 
Email: firstpresbylh@gmail.com 

www.firstchurchlh.org 

GOD WELCOMES US IN LOVE 

Prelude  ‘Crown Him with Many Crowns’  arr. Jerry Westenkuehler 

Chiming the Hour 

Words of Welcome  

Gathering Song 452   ‘Open the Eyes of My Heart’ OPEN THE EYES 
Open the eyes of my heart Lord, open the eyes of my heart, 

I want to see you, I want to see you. (repeat) 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy. 

We Rejoice in God’s Welcome 

People of God, rejoice! The Light still rises, even when shadows 
stretch and kingdoms tremble. 
We rejoice, for Christ’s reign is mercy—a power that lifts the 
lowly and steadies the weary. 
Not with force, but with tenderness, not with fear, but with 
welcome, Christ draws us in. 
We rejoice, for in Christ we are seen, claimed, and called into a 
kingdom where love is the law. 
Come, let us worship the One whose throne is a cross and whose 
crown is compassion. 
We rejoice in God’s welcome! Let us worship the Light who still 
shines.                               

* Hymn 267   ‘Come, Christians, Join to Sing’          MADRID 

*Prayer of Praise  
Christ our Light, Christ our King, we praise you not for crowns 
or conquests, but for the way you reign in mercy. 
You are the morning light on tired skin, the steady voice in a 
storm of spin, the hand that reaches when all others have 
pulled away. 
You, O Christ, do not dominate—you dwell. 
You do not coerce—you companion. 
You do not demand praise—you wash feet. 
We give thanks that your throne is a cross, your crown is of 
thorns, and your reign is rooted in love that will not let us go. 
Let your name be praised in this place, by breath, by silence, by 
song, by story—until every weary soul remembers: 
The Light is still here. Amen. 

Sung Call to Confession (Hymn 288) 

  ‘Spirit of the Living God’                   LIVING GOD 

Prayer of Confession     

Christ, you are the Light we say we want—but sometimes your 
light reveals more than we’re ready to see. 
You expose what we’d rather hide: our indifference, our 
comfort in power, our rush to control. 
You invite us to walk slowly in trust, but we prefer shortcuts, 
clarity, and crowns we can measure. 
You speak of peace through justice, but we have settled for 
order through silence. 
We confess how often we crown false kings: the loudest voice, the 
strongest hand, the quickest fix. 
But you, O Christ, still reign—and you meet us here in our 
unknowing, our faltering steps, our stubborn need for grace. 

Forgive us. Forgive us. 
Reshape us. Root us in your presence.  
Shine again on the path ahead.  
Shape us into people of your peace. 
Teach us to glow with your light, even here, even now. 
Amen. 

Affirmation of Healing 
Beloved: The Light has not gone out. Even now it breaks into the 
shadows. Even now it finds you. 

Christ does not cast out the weary. He does not shame the 
trembling. He does not abandon those in deep water. 

In Jesus Christ, we are met with mercy that holds, healing that 
restores, and love that reigns. 

You are not defined by your fear. You are not bound to the 
systems of this world. You are named, forgiven, and free. 

So take a deep breath. The light of Christ lives in you. You are 
already glowing. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Gloria Patri (Hymn 581) Greatorex 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

Anthem ‘Hymn of Praise’                                                    Sean Paul 

GOD INVITES US TO LISTEN 

Old Testament  Isaiah 9:1-7                                         p. 553, hardback 
            OT p. 843, softback 



Gospel  John 8:12                                                         p. 866, hardback 
            NT p. 136, softback 

Message  ‘Afterlight at the Threshold’         Rev. Dr. Nicole Richardson 
 

GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND 

*Hymn 450   ‘Be Thou My Vision’              SLANE 

*Declaration of Faith       Inspired by A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA  

We trust in Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, the Word who 
became flesh and lived among us full of grace and truth. 
In a world of shadows, He proclaims the reign of God—good 
news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind. 
He touches the weary with compassion, feeds the hungry, and 
calls us into lives of justice and mercy. 
Condemned by the powers of this world, He was crucified—yet 
God raised Him from the dead, breaking the power of sin and 
darkness forever. 
We believe Christ reigns even now—not with domination, but 
with love; not with fear, but with peace; guiding us by the Spirit 
to walk as children of the Light. Thanks be to God! 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

GOD SENDS US TO LIVE 
THE LOVE OF CHRIST 

Hymn 744   ‘Arise, Your Light is Come’            FESTAL SONG 

*Benediction and Three-fold Amen 

Postlude  ‘Festive Postlude on All Creatures of our God and King’ 
 Paul Fey 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Stay connected! Sign up for This Week @ First Church, 
the Friday e-Alert, worship links, prayer updates, and 
more by scanning the QR code. 
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GOD CALLS US INTO COMMUNITY 

Welcome to worship! Today we celebrate Christ the King—also 
known as Reign of Christ—Sunday, marking the culmination of the 
church year. In a way, it’s our New Year’s Eve, as we stand at the 
threshold of a new season and prepare to enter the holy time of 
Advent next Sunday. 

We are delighted to welcome back Rev. Dr. Nicole Richardson as 
our guest preacher and worship leader this morning. Nicole serves 
as pastor of Tide and Table, a new worshiping community along the 
30A corridor. 

Today we will also receive the Presbyterian Women’s Thank 
Offering. This offering supports grants for ministries that strengthen 
the health, well-being, and educational opportunities of women and 
children around the world. 

We hope you’ll stay for lunch! Our annual Thanksgiving Fellowship 
Lunch will take place immediately after worship in the Fellowship 
Hall. It’s always a joyful, laughter-filled time around the table—and 
we’d love to share it with you.  

Happy Thanksgiving from First Church! As we enter this season of 
gratitude, we give thanks for each of you and for the many ways 
God’s grace is made known in our life together. Please note that 
there will be no choir rehearsal on Wednesday, and the church 
office will be closed on Thursday and Friday for the holiday. We 
pray your week is filled with peace, rest, and the warmth of God’s 
blessings. 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY: 
The Chancel Choir 
Bradley Thoreson, Music Director, Organist 
Jen Hodges, Lay Leader, Outreach Committee Chair 
Rev. Dr. Nicole Richardson, Guest Preacher/Worship Leader 

ASSISTING TODAY: 
Rich and Janet Walker, Greeters 
Jim Fyfe, Church Safety Volunteer 
Donna Yielding and Lloyd Stanley, Sound Volunteers 

ASSISTING NEXT WEEK: 
Carol Oakley and Larry Hammond, Greeters 
Bruce Mackay, Church Safety Volunteer 

DURING THIS SEASON OF TRANSITION: 
If you have a prayer request, please contact Kathy Welsh, 
Congregational Care Chair, at 850-866-0019. Your requests will be kept 
confidential and shared only in the manner you prefer. 

Have an announcement for the bulletin or website? Please send it to Terri 
Boardway (firstpresbylh@gmail.com) by noon on Wednesdays so we can 
keep our church family informed and connected. 

If you are interested in church membership, please speak with Bob Plank, 
Clerk of Session. We are eager for you to find your place in the life of First 
Church! 
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MORNING WORSHIP 
November 23, 2025 
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AD V EN T |  C HR IS TMAS  |  EP I PH ANY 
L EN T  |  EAS TER |  P EN TE CO ST  


