All are welcome, because God is Welcome!
We hope you feel the warmth of God's presence and a
genuine welcome here. If this is your first time with us, we
are honored to have you and look forward to seeing you
again soon!

Connect with First Church by scanning the QR code or visiting our
website. There are wonderful things happening here, and we would
love for you to find your place in our community of faith!

ABOUT THE SERVICE

Portions of worship services are recorded and available on Facebook
and our church website.

*Indicates that the congregation may stand. Words we all say are in
bold print.

We celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month and
on special occasions. All are welcome at the table of our Lord.

Offering plates are available in the Narthex (sanctuary entrance) before
and after worship, or you can give online by scanning the QR code. Your
support enables First Church to make a meaningful impact within our
community and beyond. As we often say, we are truly "blessed to be a
blessing!"

During this season of transition, as we seek both an interim and
eventually a called and installed pastor, we will be blessed by a variety
of guest preachers. We invite you to embrace this opportunity to hear
God's Word proclaimed through many different voices.

CONNECTION, LEADERSHIP AND
STAFF

WE ARE A CONGREGATION IN CONNECTION WITH
The Presbytery of Florida
The Synod of South Atlantic
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

THE SESSION
The Rev. Mark Broadhead, Moderator, Bob Plank, Clerk of Session

Elected spiritual leaders of this congregation:
Ann Fyfe ('26), Jennifer Hodges ('27), Steven McPherson ('28),
Bob Plank ('26), Tami Valdez ('28), Kathy Welsh ('27)

CHURCH STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Church Office:
810 Georgia Avenue
Lynn Haven, FL 32444

Bradley Thoreson
Music Director, Organist
bradfpclh@gmail.com

Terri Boardway Hours:

Administrative Assistant Monday-Thursday, 8 AM-12 PM
firstpresbylh@gmail.com Office: 850.265.2051

Email: firstpresbylh@gmail.com

For emergency pastoral
care, contact Kathy Welsh:

(850) 866 -0019 www.firstchurchlh.org

GOD WELCOMES US IN LOVE

Prelude ‘Morning Has Broken’ Mark Hayes, arr. Douglas Wagner

Chiming the Hour

Words of Welcome Jen Hodges

*We Rejoice in God’'s Welcome
The time is fulfilled. The reign of God has drawn near.
We come to turn toward God and receive new life.
Christ calls us out of old ways and into God’s future.
We open our hearts to the good news.
Let us worship the God who makes all things new.

*Hymn 299 ‘Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim’ HANOVER

*Prayer of Praise
Gracious and loving God, we praise you because you are near.
You dwell with the humble, heal the brokenhearted, and speak
peace to a weary world.

We praise you for your love revealed in Jesus Christ—a love that
calls us into new life and makes all things new.

Receive our worship this day, and shape us by your Spirit to live
in the new reality you are bringing to light, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Preparation (Hymn 701)
‘Lord, Prepare Me’
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

SANCTUARY

Call to Confession
Jesus begins his ministry with a call to repentance, not as a word
of condemnation, but as an invitation into new life. Trusting in
God’s mercy and longing for renewal, let us confess our sin.

Prayer of Confession
Emmanuel, God with us, scripture tells us that as a child you
were a refugee, but we forget. We forget those who seek refuge.
We forget gun violence. We forget how many people go
hungry. We forget the injustices that feel too big for us to face.

But you are God, and you do not forget. You remember. Help
us to remember the cries of those in need. Make it impossible
for us to sweep things under the rug. Open our eyes and hearts
so that we can better follow the way of Jesus.

We pray in Jesus’ name, with hope for a better day. Amen.

Silent Confession

Declaration of Forgiveness
Hear the good news:
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.”
What is old has passed away; see, everything has become new.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

*Joyful Response (Hymn 582) GLORY TO GOD
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

GOD INVITES US TO LISTEN

Old Testament I[saiah 57:14-21 hardcover, p. 594

softcover (OT), p. 906

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 hardcover, p. 937

softcover (NT), p. 243
Piano Meditation ‘Here I Am, Lord’  Daniel Schutte, arr. B. Thoreson

Gospel Mark 1:9-15 hardcover, p. 807

softcover (NT), p.49

Message ‘Living in a New Reality’

Rev. Dr. Harvey Jenkins

GOD MOVES US TO RESPOND

*Hymn 175 ‘Seek Ye First’ LAFFERTY

*Declaration of Faith from The Confession of 1967, PC(USA)
The kingdom represents the triumph of God over all that
resists his will and disrupts his creation.

Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world,
stirring hope and preparing the world to receive its ultimate
judgment and redemption.

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to

present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not identify

progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair
in the face of disappointment and defeat.

In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial
achievement to the final triumph of God.


mailto:firstpresbylh@gmail.com

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

GOD SENDS US TO LIVE THE
LOVE OF CHRIST

*Hymn 765 ‘May the God of Hope Go with Us’ ARGENTINA
*Benediction and Three-fold Amen
Postlude ‘Lift High the Cross’ CRUCIFER

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY:

The Chancel Choir

Bradley Thoreson, Organist, Music Director

Jen Hodges, Lay Leader

Rev. Dr. Harvey Jenkins, Guest Preacher and Worship Leader

ASSISTING TODAY:

Janet and Rich Walker, Greeters

David Cooley, Church Safety Volunteer
ASSISTING NEXT WEEK:

Garrett Kivett, Charles Willis, Greeters
John Deegins, Church Safety Volunteer
DURING THIS SEASON OF TRANSITION:

If you have a prayer request, please contact Kathy Welsh,
Congregational Care Chair, at 850-866-0019. Your requests will be
kept confidential and shared only in the manner you prefer.

Have an announcement for the bulletin or website? Please send it to
Terri Boardway (firstpresbylh@gmail.com) by noon on Wednesdays so
we can keep our church family informed and connected.

If you are interested in church membership, please speak with Bob
Plank, Clerk of Session, or any ruling elder. We are eager for you to
find your place in the life of First Church!

Music used with permission by CCLI # 1235603.Scripture quotations are from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

GOD CALLS US INTO
COMMUNITY

Welcome to worship on this Third Sunday after Epiphany. In this
season of light and revelation, God's reign draws near—inviting us to
turn toward grace and step into new life. Through word, song, and
prayer, we listen for Christ's call to leave what no longer gives life and
to live into the new reality God is creating among us. Wherever you
come from today—hopeful or weary, confident or uncertain—know that
you are welcomed in love. Come and worship the God who makes all
things new.

We are pleased to welcome back our own Rev. Dr. Harvey Jenkins as
our guest preacher and worship leader today. We are thankful for his
ministry among us and for his thoughtful, prophetic leadership that has
nurtured congregations and presbyteries through the years.

Today we receive the Two Cents-a-Meal Offering which benefits food
insecurity ministries here at First Church and within the Presbytery of
Florida, Thank you for giving generously.

Don't rush off! Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall for
refreshments and a chance to catch up with one another.

Next Sunday we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Join us at the Lord’s Table as we celebrate the gift of Christ's presence
and the abundance of God's grace. All are welcome—no matter where
you are on your journey—to share in this feast of love, forgiveness, and
belonging.

The Session will meet next Sunday following worship in the Church
Office Parlor. Please pray for our elected leaders as they navigate this
season of change.
EI 24[E Stay connected! Sign up for This Week @ First Church, the
AetdE  Friday e-Alert, worship links, prayer updates, and more by

scanning the QR code.

LOOKING AHEAD:

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper — February 17, 5 PM

Let's celebrate before Lent begins! Join us for our first Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper featuring breakfast-for-dinner, fellowship, and plenty
of joy. Come for the food, stay for the fun, and help us launch a new
church tradition together. All ages and all appetites welcome!
Donations will be received for our Presbyterian Women'’s ministry
partnership with local high school students experiencing food and
housing insecurity.
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ADVENT | CHRISTMAS | EPIPHANY
LENT | EASTER | PENTECOST



