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presbytery’s future, the 
Committee on Mission 
and Outreach as they 
present a proposed 
covenant with the 
Presbyterian Women’s 
organization in 
Guatemala, the wonderful 
summer of camps held at 
Dogwood Acres, and the 
educational hour put on by 
the Racial Justice        
Subcommittee. 

Y 
our presbytery 
will hold its next 
stated meeting on 

August 22, 2023 at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in 
Pensacola. 

This promises to be an 
interesting meeting as we 
hear a progress report 
from the Strategic 
Planning Task Force 
regarding their work in 
looking to your 

 
Summer Stated  

Presbytery Meeting 
@Trinity Presbyterian Church 
3400 Bayou Blvd., Pensacola 

Tuesday, August 22nd 
9 a.m. CT/10 a.m. ET 

Registration begins at 8 am CT/9 am ET 

Download meeting materials at 
www.presbyteryofflorida.net/presbytery-
meetings/meeting-dockets-documents/ 

I will 
report on 
my 
learnings 
from my 
study 
leave time 
in Great 
Britain 
earlier this 
summer, a 
proposed budget for 2024    
will be presented by the 
Committee on Presbytery 
Administration, and 
engaging worship will be 
led by the Rev. Eric 
Spoon from Grace 
Presbyterian Church in 
Panama City. 

If you have never been 
to a presbytery meeting 
and you are not a 
commissioner, please 
know you are more than 
welcome to attend as an 
observer to see how your 
congregation is engaging 
in ministry beyond your 
own community.   

To all commissioners 
and clergy members, I 
look forward to seeing 
you at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church 
August 22nd starting at   
9 a.m. CDT/10 a.m. EDT 
with registration 
beginning at 8 a.m. 
CDT/9 a.m. EDT. 

 
Roy 

The Rev. Dr. 
Roy Martin 

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/presbytery-meetings/meeting-dockets-documents/
http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/presbytery-meetings/meeting-dockets-documents/
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● The Rules of Discipline 
have been completely 
rewritten and are now 
entitled “Church 
Discipline”;  

● Your Sexual 
Misconduct Policy must 
address harassment 
issues;  

● An antiracism policy is 
required;   

● Family Leave of 12 
weeks is required.  
 

The PC(USA) 
MidCouncil Leaders 

T 
he new 
amendments to 
the Book of 

Order as approved by the 
presbyteries around the 
country became effective 
July 9, 2023.   

Major changes for 
congregations include: 
● Boundary training is 
required for all staff, 
ruling elders and deacons 
for sexual abuse and child 
abuse, with re-
certification every 36 
months;  

Group and the 
Association of Stated 
Clerks are working 
jointly to develop 
resources on these for our 
congregations. I will 
share these as soon as 
they are available.   

If you ever have a 
complaint or allegation of 
misconduct against a 
ruling elder or teaching 
elder contact me 
immediately! Do not 
attempt an investigation 
yourself.  

Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network Conference 

September 14-15, 2023 ● Grosse Ile, Michigan 

 

 
 

https://poamn.org/2023-conference/ 

https://poamn.org/2023-conference/
https://poamn.org/2023-conference/
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Trinity United and Faith neighbors co-host Caring event 

L 
oving and 
compassionate 
relationships are the 

substance of Christian 
discipleship. Those 
relationships include our 
family, fellow church 
members, the extended 
Christian community, and 
our neighbors.   

And so it was that the 
congregation at Trinity 
United Presbyterian 
Church, a historically black 
church in Tallahassee, 
answered a call to serve in 
love. Through the 
inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the church was led to 
host a Festival of Caring at 
Trinity on June 24. Trinity 
collected food and clothing 
to distribute to those in 
need in the community.   

During the depths of the 
Covid epidemic and after 
the death of George Floyd, 
Trinity formed a 
partnership with a Sunday 
School class from Faith 
Presbyterian, a historically 
white church in 
Tallahassee. Trinity invited 
their Faith prayer partners 
to assist with the venture 
and join in the festivities. 
In addition to the food and 
clothing giveaway, games 
and prizes, everyone 
enjoyed a meal of 
barbeque ribs, sausage, 
burgers, and hot dogs, with 
all the fixings. 

The deacons and elders 
of Trinity were joined by 
members of Faith all 
working together to make 
the event a success.  But it 

was the Christian 
fellowship manifested 
through working together 
that made for a day that 
was joy-filled for all.   
Also in attendance were 
Trinity guest ministers, 
Rev. James Holley and 
Rev. Ted Houston and   
the lead pastor at Faith, 
Dr. Brad Clayton and his  
wife, Juliane.  

The acts of 
lovingkindness and 
fellowship at the     
Festival of Caring led      
to a deepening of the 
relationship between     
two Presbyterian 
congregations and their 
community beyond. 
Shown below is a collage 
of photos from the       
June 24 event. 
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https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/ 

https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/
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Renewable energy, 

like solar and wind, 

along with  

battery technology, 

are experiencing 

exponential 

growth.

In the midst of bad news, there is good news 

leaks in natural gas 
pipelines, a 90% cut in 
carbon emissions from 
fossil fuel power plants by 
2040 and EPA’s new 
Methane Emissions 
Reduction Program. 
These standards account 
for more than half of 
carbon emissions in the 
U.S.   

In Florida, our local 
governments are 
switching to renewable 
clean energy. They 
include Dunedin, 
Gainesville, Largo, 
Orlando, St. Petersburg, 
Sarasota, South Miami 
and Tallahassee.  

Next month, I will 
share with you 
Tallahassee’s Clean 
Energy Plan and what it 
will mean to our 
community. Hint: It will 
keep our energy costs 
affordable, our air cleaner, 
and make our community 
one of the most desirable 
places to live in Florida. 

So, there is good news 
and exciting progress on 
cutting our emissions, but 
more is required. Our 
denomination slowly 
divesting company by 
company and possibly 
reinvesting in other fossil 
fuel companies, while the 
world is blowing through 
extreme weather records 
and costs are mounting 
is…you finish the 
sentence. 

As always if you have 
any comments or 
questions, please contact 
me at 
pammcvety@hotmail.com.  

 

Here is the good news.  
The world is making rapid 
progress with renewable 
energy. A new report from 
RMI, formerly known as 
the Rocky Mountain 
Institute, claims that one-
third of all the electricity 
the world needs will come 
from renewable sources by 
2030. This is huge and 
welcome news.  

Renewable energy, like 
solar and wind, along with 
battery technology, are 
experiencing exponential 
growth. “Exponential” 
means that the increase in 
growth will come faster 
and faster. This growth 
brings with it widespread 
benefits, like supply 
security, job growth, and 
cleaner air, as well as a 
counter to energy price 
inflation. It is projected to 
make electric costs 
cheaper!  

According to RMI, this 
means that fossil fuel 
demand for electricity will 
be in steep decline. It 
foresees a decrease of up 
to 30% from the 2022 
peak by 2030, as 
renewable electricity 
further out-competes 
hydrocarbons on cost. This 
is good news for getting 
off the current emissions 
trajectory. 

There is more good 
news that might surprise 
you.  Evangelicals, 
specifically the 
Evangelical 
Environmental Network, 
supports rules for 
addressing hazardous air 
pollutants from coal-fired 
power plants, tailpipe 
emission standards, fixing 

T 
here actually is 

good news about 
the climate crisis 

that is being swamped by 
all the bad news, because 
the bad news is really bad. 
Unrelenting triple digit 
temperatures are roasting 
the South, wildfire smoke 
is blanketing the Midwest, 
flash floods in the 
Northeast have killed five, 
and record hot water 
temperatures in the Gulf 
and Atlantic, including 
Florida Bay, are reaching 
101 degrees F. Floridians 
are enduring the hottest 
and most humid summer 
ever recorded. It is 
especially bad for outdoor 
workers, seniors and those 
who can’t afford air 
conditioning.  

And, by the way, there 
are increasing costs 
associated with all this bad 
news. Property insurers, 
Farmer’s and AAA are 
exiting Florida because it 
is a risky market. Our 
property insurance costs 
are four times the national 
average.   

There is some very 
good news. But first, I 
want you to read this 
sentence very slowly: All 
the horrors we are 
experiencing are from the 
early stages of climate 
change because we are less 
than halfway to the 
temperature our current 
emissions trajectory will 
produce. Yes, it is going to 
get worse, thanks to banks, 
insurance companies and 
others, including our 
denomination, that 
continue to invest in the 
fossil fuel industry.  

mailto:pammcvety
mailto:pammcvety
mailto:pammcvety@hotmail.com
https://rmi.org/press-release/renewable-energy-deployment-puts-global-power-system-on-track-for-ambitious-net-zero-pathway/
https://open.substack.com/pub/billmckibben/p/i-told-you-so?r=zxet&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email
https://open.substack.com/pub/billmckibben/p/i-told-you-so?r=zxet&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email
https://open.substack.com/pub/billmckibben/p/i-told-you-so?r=zxet&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email
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Committee on Congregational 

Discernment (CCD) 
Rev. Mark Broadhead 

minister@fpc-crestview.org 
 

Committee on Dogwood Acres 
(CDWA) 

Rev. William “Bill” Lamont 

gbpcpastorbill@gmail.com 
  

Committee on Educational Resources 
(CER) 

Rev. Dr. John Stringer 
junctarheel@msn.com 

 

Committee on Ministry (COM) 
Rev. Dr. Joan Wooten 

joanwooten@fpcpensacola.com 

 
Committee on Mission and Outreach 

(CMO) 
Rev. Dr. Hugh Hamilton 
hugh@trinitypcola.org 

 
Committee on New Congregational 

Development (CNCD) 
Rev. A. J. Mealor 

revmealor@gmail.com 

 
Committee on Nominations (CN) 

Elder Rich Kangas 

kangas265@gmail.com  
 

Committee on  
Preparation for Ministry (CPM) 

Rev. Sheldon Steen 
Sheldon@cpcusa.org 

 
Committee on Presbytery 

Administration (CPA) 
Rev. Dr. Brad Clayton 

brad@faithpcusa.org 
 

Committee on Representation (CR) 
Elder Glenn Hodges 

ghodges37@comcast.net 
 

Coordinating and Planning 
Commission (CPC) 
Rev. Trinity Whitley 

trinity@faithpcusa.org 
 
 

Phone: 850-535-2335 
or 850-535-2440 

E-mail:  
office@presbyteryofflorida.com

Website: 
www.presbyteryofflorida.net 

Save the date (or visit http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/events-calendars/) 
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Looking ahead  

Tuesday, September 5 
12 p.m. CT/ 
1 p.m. ET 

Committee on  
Educational Resources 
(CER) 

Thursday,  
September 7 
9 a.m. CT/ 
10 a.m. ET 

Committee on  
Mission and Outreach 
(CMO) 

Tuesday,  
September 12 
9:30 a.m. CT/ 
10:30 a.m. ET 

Committee on Ministry 
(COM) 

Thursday,  
September 14 
2 p.m. CT/ 
3 p.m. ET 

Committee on Presbytery 
Administration (CPA) 

Friday – Sunday, 
September 15 –  17 

Dogwood Acres  
Small Church Retreat 

Tuesday,  
September 19 
10 a.m. CT/ 
11 a.m. ET 

Committee on 
Congregational 
Revitalization (CCR) 

Monday –  
Wednesday,  
September 25 –  27 

Stewardship Kaleidoscope, 
Minneapolis, MN 

Wednesday,  
September 27 
10 a.m. CT/ 
11 a.m. ET 

Racial Justice 
Subcommittee 

 
 
 
 

 Real Tools for Real Ministry 

Exciting Worship Experiences,  
Thought-Provoking Workshops,  
Incredible Networking  
Opportunities, and More 
Sept. 25th - 27th, 2023  
Minneapolis, MN 

 
 
https://

stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/ 

In August  

Tuesday, August 1 
12 p.m. CT/ 
1 p.m. ET 

Committee on  
Educational Resources 
(CER) 

Sunday, August 6 Blessing of the Backpacks 
@ Faith, Fellowship and 
Christ, Tallahassee 

Monday, August 7 1st, Lynn Haven 
Elementary School 
Teacher and Staff Back-to-
School Lunch 

Thursday, August 10 
2 p.m. CT/ 
3 p.m. ET 

Committee on Presbytery 
Administration (CPA) 

Friday, August 11 
7:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. CT 
Saturday, August 12 
7:30 a.m. – noon  CT 

1st, Ft. Walton Beach 
Rummage Sale 

Saturday, August 19 
8 a.m. – noon ET 

Faith, Tallahassee 
Churchwide Work Day 

Saturday, August 19 
6:30 p.m. CT 

Grace, Panama City,  
5th Annual ALS 
Fundraiser 

Tuesday, August 22 
9 a.m. CT/ 
10 a.m. ET 

Summer Stated 
Presbytery 
Meeting@Trinity, 
Pensacola 
Registration begins  
an hour ahead 

Wednesday,  
August 23 
10 a.m. CT/ 
11 a.m. ET 

Racial Justice 
Subcommittee 

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/events-calendars/)
https://stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/
https://stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/
https://stewardshipkaleidoscope.org/

